LEARNING THROUGH REINVENTION OF THE
TRADITIONAL SCIENCE FAIR

Overview

The ultimate goal of a school wide Science Fair 1s to provide
the student with an exciting and meaningful learning
experience while also developing scientific literacy. Through
prior knowledge and critical thinking students begin to
answer questions and solve relevant problems. Non-
competitive Science Fairs can provide a wide range of
learners with a broad appreciation of where scientific
knowledge comes from and also connect how we can use it
in our daily lives. Parents can be involved in a variety of ways
by taking on various roles.

Materials and General Rules

¢  One or two students can work on a project.

¢ Questions/investigation will be presented to the teacher
before beginning project.

e School will help provide necessary supplies, if possible.

e School will allot Science time on a regular basis, allowing
for students or projects that require more time.

o The whole project will be completed during school time
with the assistance of school staff and peers.

e The Science Learning Fair will not be competitive but will
be somewhat open ended, changing the focus of the
traditional Science Fairs from winning to learning.

e The non-competitive format encourages the learner, with
an emphasis on understanding and improving skills and
knowledge.

e Teachers need to be involved at all levels to help students
stay on track.

e Projects require support in the form of supervision,
oversight and ongoing assistance.

e It should be emphasized that process i1s more important
than product.

e There is no such thing as failure in the process.

e The actual celebration should be fun and a positive sharing
time between student/parent/community.
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